Committee of Italians Abroad
Consular District of London
20 Brixton Road, London SW9 6BU
segreteria@comiteslondra.info - Tel 07951158031

Minutes of the meeting of the London Com.It.Es held on 26 March 2026 at 6:00 PM. The meeting was held remotely—with the possibility of participating in the discussion in real time—via connection to the "Zoom" platform, room no. 847 7148 2061.
The meeting opens at 6:00 PM.
The meeting is chaired by President Alessandro Gaglione, and Chiara Cerovac acts as Secretary.
Attending the meeting:
1. Alessandro Gaglione
2. Livia Grasso
3. Anna Cambiaggi
4. Vincenzo Loggia
5. Chiara Cerovac (from 6:35 PM)
6. Elio Alberti
7. Rino Nola
8. Mike Petretta
9. Golam Maula Tipu
10. Luciano Rapa
11. Anna Li Volsi

Apologies for absence:

12. Federico Lago
13. Dimitri Scarlato
14. Antonino Martorana
15. Elena Remigi
16. Luigi Billè
17. Germana Canzi
18. Nicola Del Basso
In attendance, representing the Consular Office in accordance with Art. 5, Paragraph 6 of Law 286/2003, is Consul Alessandro Mignini.
A screenshot showing attendance as indicated above is attached to these minutes.
The agenda, as agreed upon by the Executive Committee, is as follows:
1. Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings.
2. Short report by the President and the Treasurer.
3. Any interventions/updates by the CGIE Councilors (UK).
4. Update on Consular Services.
5. Update on the management of the Com.It.Es social media channels.
6. Update on the Passport Service.
7. Update, discussion, and resolutions on past, ongoing, and additionally, any potential and future projects listed below:
(Note: discussion on other projects is suspended pending communication to the Com.It.Es from MAECI regarding funding for the year 2026)
· Research project by Prof. Antonsich;
· Italian families abroad – Presentation of the book “Crescere expat” (Growing up as an expat). Request for patronage;
· “Gocce d’Italia” (Drops of Italy);
· EUSS and SPID supplementary project.
1. Any other business.

1. The minutes of the meeting of 4 December 2025 are approved by a show of hands.
The minutes are approved unanimously.
The minutes of the meeting of 22 January 2026 are approved by a show of hands.
The minutes are approved unanimously.
2. A. Gaglione: The President provides the assembly with an update.
The sum of €53,070 was allocated to the London Com.It.Es for 2026, but it has not yet been disbursed. The Consulate communicated that a 30% advance was sent today. Therefore, as of today, all matters involving a financial commitment have been suspended.

On 16 March, the presentation of the book “Il segreto di Nefertiti” (The Secret of Nefertiti) was held at the Consulate, which saw broad participation. It was also an opportunity to promote another event patronized by the London Com.It.Es: the Puglia Festival week, which will be held from 6 to 15 June 2026.

Furthermore, on 24 March, a meeting was held at the Italian Chamber of Commerce for the United Kingdom on the occasion of the visit to London by the Minister for Disabilities, the Honorable Alessandra Locatelli. Various associations that deal with disabilities, among other things, were also present, and the Com.It.Es made itself available to act as a spokesperson for these entities.

On 27 April, the consular coordination meeting chaired by the new Ambassador, His Excellency Fabio Cassese, will be held at the Italian Embassy.
3. Since the CGIE members for the United Kingdom are not present, this item is not discussed.
4. Consul Alessandro Mignini informs the assembly that, starting in May, there will be a change regarding the issuance of passports: the office will be open every day from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, passports will be issued on the spot, and payment will no longer be made by postal order. Regarding the Patronati and the Com.It.Es, the next dates for the entirety of 2026 are already online. Finally, the Italy Run is scheduled for Saturday, 18 July 2026.
E. Alberti: asks if bank transfers are also possible for the Consular Agencies. Consul Mignini confirms.
G. Tipu: asks the Consulate to spread the word about these important updates. The Consul confirms that the Consulate's website already reflects these changes.

G. Tipu proposes creating an information leaflet and also reports difficulties in booking passport appointments. The Consul confirms that there were issues with the “Prenotami” service in recent weeks, but these problems have now been resolved.
5. A. Cambiaggi: informs the assembly that views on social media channels have increased exponentially over the last two months and confirms that she can continue to manage the communication channels until funds are received from MAECI, at which point they should consider someone to specifically handle Social Media.
6. A. Gaglione: informs the assembly that the service offered by the London Com.It.Es, in collaboration with the Consulate, for passport renewals is highly appreciated by Italian citizens. Many people have come to know the Com.It.Es through this opportunity. The next appointment for issuing passports will be on 3 June.
7. A. Cambiaggi: informs the assembly that Prof. Antonsich has published the research carried out—partly with the contribution of the London Com.It.Es—in academic journals. Prof. Antonsich has now received funds to write the report in Italian, with a view to publishing a book, and asks to make it available on the Com.It.Es website. Finally, Anna Cambiaggi herself put Prof. Antonsich in touch with the Museum of Italian Emigration in Genoa to arrange a presentation in the coming months.
Lastly, the request for the London Com.It.Es' patronage for the presentation of the book “Crescere Expat”, which will be presented on 8 April at the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London, has already been approved via email.
- Gocce d’Italia: Some episodes are undergoing final touches, and the final official presentation will take place on 13 April at the British Parliament. On that occasion, Mirco Ricci will deliver a hard drive containing all the episodes.
- EUSS/SPID Supplementary Project - A. Cambiaggi: to conclude it, plans should be made to print informative leaflets to be left, for example, with Honorary Consuls, Italian Churches, or other places where various Italian communities gather.
8. Any other business: a vote is taken by a show of hands to reconfirm two events that had already been approved in previous financial years of the London Com.It.Es:
· Exhibition on women in Italian cinema. Approved unanimously by a show of hands, also approving an organizational expenditure of £500.
· Mr Moore's Bizarre Secret Society. Approved unanimously by a show of hands, also approving an organizational expenditure of £500.
Issuance of the mandatory opinion on the request for subsidies for Italian publishing abroad for the year 2025, submitted by SM PHOTO NEWS LA NOTIZIA LONDRA, received from the Consulate General of Italy in London on 10 March 2026.
Following discussion, a positive opinion is issued unanimously.
G. Tipu: asks for an update regarding the letter sent to the Senate. The letter was sent a first time via Royal Mail and later also via DHL; both letters remain unanswered. At this point, it is proposed to ask the Consul General what the next step should be.
Mrs. Claudia Ambrosino is present and provides an update on the project, which has already been approved by the London Com.It.Es, but for which they are waiting to receive the 2026 ordinary funding. It is proposed to organize the meetings in question in the autumn.
At this point, as all items on the agenda have been exhausted, the President declares the meeting closed at 7:05 PM.
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